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Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

The Stanford Prison Experiment 
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Timed component(s): 
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4:26 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 


The DVD has been classified M in Australia, and would otherwise be able to be cross-rated as M 
in New Zealand. The Classification Office was, however, concerned that some of the content 
could potentially require a restriction under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act). Consequently the Chief Censor determined under si3(3) of the FVPC Act that 
the publication should be examined and classified by the Classification Office. 

The DVD’s feature is a dramatised recreation of the controversial 1971 experiment carried out at 
Stanford University by Professor Philip Zimbardo and his researchers. The intention was to study 
the psychological behaviour of ordinary people in the roles of prison guards and inmates. 

Within this context, the feature depicts violent, cmel and degrading behaviour. Some of the cruel 
and degrading conduct includes a sexual element, and there is also regular use of offensive 
language in an aggressive and abusive manner. This content is likely to greatly shock and disturb 
children, which means that the unrestricted availability of the DVD is likely to be injurious to the 
public good. The DVD does have value as an educative tool, both in terms of the ethics of 
research, and for examining how different people behave in adverse situations. The educative 
value is clearer for teenagers rather than children, as a certain level of cognitive and emotional 
development is required to understand what is happening and why, particularly the more 
disturbing treatment of prisoners by guards, and the prisoners’ responses. 

A restriction on the availability to persons who have attained the age of 13 years is a 
proportionate response to the risk of injury to the public good, without unnecessarily excluding 
teenagers from the potential audience. As such, the classification of R13 is a reasonable limit on 
the right to freedom of expression as affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 



